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YOLO-MAF: A lightweight small object detection algorithm based on
multi-scale feature fusion
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(1. School of Computer Science, Nanjing University of Information Science and Technology. Nanjing 210044, China;
2. School of Cyberspace Security, Wuxi University, Wuxi 214105, China)

Abstract: In UAYV traffic surveillance, small target detection faces challenges such as insufficient feature representation
and low efficiency in multi-scale fusion. To address this, this study proposes YOLO-MAF, a lightweight detector.
First, the multi-scale edge enhancement ( MSEE) module strengthens edge information via an adaptive multi-scale
receptive field. Second, the SEGE module combines soft nearest-neighbor interpolation (SNI) and enhanced group
convolution (GSConvE) to improve cross-level alignment and fusion. Finally, the MASF-Head adopts dual attention to
learn spatial-channel weights for adaptive multi-scale fusion. On VisDrone2019, YOLO-MAF achieves 45. 6% mAP@
0.5 and 29.4% mAP @ 0.5: 0.95, improving the baseline by 7.3% and 6.4% with 50% fewer parameters,
demonstrating effective small-object detection under UAV scenarios.
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0 2 VN[ :1:5 =1/ SN = o RE T e 5 A s @ o K e A

EIEESIE '€ Wik T8 bﬁ*ﬂ’ﬂ%ﬂﬁf“%ﬁ%ﬁéﬂ%’%,

Bl I T AL AR AP A BE S R M A R L RS SR WA ORI AN R e L AR TS
T A H AR B AR A S W R EE AR SR L e

%J\Wﬂfémmﬁ?ﬁ b RN T W N R - ol AR R BE A I HE B T G A ML H AR A A B 3

T W 3 R A A B D R B R AT SERS, BN, 5T YOLOVS BiE YOLOVS-ERD i

ORI AL A B ARSI AR T IR B AR R E ST RBERRIE S A 5 vk 2 S B s A A A0 T

il

W 5 A 5 :2025-08-07
* AT H . TB B 2025 4F R IR A RIS 35 3 4 (20251023) .2023 11 [ 5 A 7 S BE A Bk A — 5 B R A1 H (20231T072)
w50

e 127 o



949 B 2 F o

T # K

FIBR 76 R AE A% 38 52 A2 op 145 B BK 5 BiilE YOL OV [
AT ARG I B0 SR T 2 10 B 0 S R E S SRR, L) 3
SRR TR X A R DX I 1 o N BE 7 2 T/ B A Y R
PSS BT CS-YOLOVSs 198 AMLATLHA/IN B A5 A6 i Jy 32 38
1o 3 B R A% A AR A 5 0 b IR AR E =
22 NI $2 FHRRAE 2 2] sl R,

F PR SRR TSR AR YOLOVS S5# 3eml I 1
VA R ARG I 22 0 SR 4% 0 46 B A SRR 1 Sk Rk T
— LA T 2 RUBE Rl 1 B A R AL FR 47 ) 45 2 A 1Y [
I ST A AR IORS BE 5 TR Tiny-YOLO & 51 42 44k
FREA AL E — 25 07 T /0N B ARG DN B R TE B¢ IR A2 FR 37 5 i
SR

BEAN  PARE-YOLO 3 itk =A% 350350 9 2% - fill 5 22 L
T I AR LU 5 B RO RS A 23 B D1 s TA-YOLO R
FHAZ 3 TF 7 AL 8 52 2% 15 5T B RRAR DTS, DA T 42 T
H AR U f e 2 s AMFE-YOLO 7678 A WL EN%  5%
o R B A ARG I P L S A — S Ty ik 22 e
J¥ 5 9 B 2 (B B F- A 40 DAU-YOLO FIHsh & EE A
SR A G R DR AR AE R 3k (B AE B 2R 37 5 P AT A Al
AR IE s SEMA-YOLO i Bh iR 2 s i e 5 2 R
BERRAE ML G 45 1 £2 T A T 203, A X A% /0 H Ar AT 88 i
TS LS YOLO W54 ROBE A 38 B 38 0 e i 2k 5 5% ek T
P12 = 1 LB - el 1 Q= = )
Prepte,

BEXT LR (0], A B 5T 15 A6 ) — ol 3 Jo50 Ao Y0 A 2 5
PR OR I B AL B RS A I AHE 28 , 1 5 A/ B bR 1Y 38 %
FRAE R 5 2 RUBETE SCRb& 2 0 . DL R I T6 A LA HA P/
B br K I A o i 1 S R .

M AT AR 1 — Rl 2 RO HE RS YOLO Bk
(multi-scale adaptive fusion YOLO, YOLO-MAF), %7
BB R T 5l 2 Rt G0 o 5 1 RS &
B, 52 T4 /0N B AR Y SRR AR 3R 38 5 22 RUBE — B0rk , i 72
52 2R Herh SCIL RN B 5 SR YA . A BT S B TTER
45

DR £ ROE H % B 58 B (multi-scale edge
enhancement, MSEE) . i# i 2 RUBE & 52 B 5 31 % 3% 5 AL 6l
SRAL TR/ H AR L A5 B 5

2) BE T B JA] 2K #1858 #E H (sampling enhancement
with GSConv enhancement, SEGE) , 4% & #K fix ¥t 48 4 {H
(soft nearest-neighbor interpolation, SNI) 5 3 5ift %Y 24 45 FH
(GSConv enhancement, GSConvE) #2 &1 55 1E fl & %8 2% IF
DRI

3D TE M A5 R h g n— 2/ B AR AT 2 U, # T
W 4% fx Jm 3 2 T RO B & 512 FEA L R [ I I 2 (A
Flt & A& M Sk (multi-scale adaptive sparse fusion head,
MASF-Head) . /130 25 A0 5 5 38 18 13 2 ) HL ) 56 90 2 RO
FRAE F 38 I G, B0 35 4R TG T e SRR s

* 128 -

1 M YOLOv1l &%

YOLOv11 &2 —Fh @ 209 B An ki vk @l fE £ 1
W2 HR B A C3k2 FEHR S0 B 2 4 42 5 0 R Sk S B R 30K
P B A g T O /N B bR L &% 5 B R BE X 5E AT
AR,

P YOLOv11 FERE_F- # #E et i 46 I FE 48 , 3 S0 35
B IEE T M4 ha] A MSEE e C3k2 Bidk, $2 7+
X /IS BT 32 2R AE 1 RN R 1 5 Lk, A S ) 8% 4
SNT % 5% 1T 4 4 (455 e Fll GSConvE 1458 8 4 # AR B, 40
LR Al A 8508 B, TR0 1 2/ B AR 2 & s B
T4 @ EECh 512 [F A1 MASF £ ROEE 3 3 N RF
UF Tl G 00 Sk A5, 5 3o 2 2 AN i 2 T AL 3 8 X R ) R
BE E AR RO RIS At . Bt A9 YOLOVIT W 45 3% fh 25 #4 4n
B 1R,

Ay B AT . J7 s A BE 9 A0 SR W (7% R SR A
# 1 % YOLO-MAF 5 HAbh MR YOLOv11 gtk 853 iy M
KA ST BARSEAT T X . T RUE Y, T 7 35 A AR
FEAEMETT EER RGN, B IEX TS5 2 REM A )7
[ A ey Ok 25 Y 5N N
1.1 MSEE #&t

ok =R Al G S ANE R T2 SR =N U RE S i DA RE o]
% RO H S5 B IR e MSEE, %K B £ R 807 B
PREAY 37 300 25 0 i 348 i B0 0 B RRAE Bl 5 R AR B

MSEE #5833 [ 18 )i 22 R B 32 B AL il 184 50 X /1y
HARB 2 A5 B AR AE 1. 5 A RRAE B8 2 AN TR 3 E R/
(3X3,6X6,9X9,12X12) [ [ & B F ¥ AL /L8l £
JUBE R4y, B — AR 20 8 5 1 X1 A1 33X 3 2 B AR 2 B
JRIHR AL «

F... = Conva., (Conv,., (F.,) D

I B4 A Gh 15k B 5T (edge enhancer, EE) DLk fh
SEA SRAF X IR R, AN 2 TR

A YU T 7 AR 2 17 5 A0 AN SR s K I PR 5 AT X
(Y W R o BICKE HR TR AR E F G, 5 R s P 4 Ak R F
R4 AvgPool(F.,.) HEAT 22 43 4b B 5F: it LA 4 BUAE 28 4 ik
B, BAIRRIE R

Fl. = Fi.,+ Conv(F., — AvgPool (F..)) @)

B A 0 S0 B T R 3 SR AT 22 R FEIR R 48— 4 R
JE AT PR A i i B AL R R IR

F ... = Conv(Concat(F .\, Fui.)) 3

MSEE 5l i 2 REE 1R 308 L5 @i 45 m bl
il B4 B ) A, 7 R U R T AR R 2 A TR I AR T A
RN B 55 0 /N RS 45 40 1 B R BB T 4 58 R T 40 3
SR R BRI, MSEE Bl Z5 M tn e 3 s .

1.2 SEGE X |@ R 1EEmE
S HETE H bR A I W 2% X 22 RBE AR AE B fl A 5 X 5 BE



#Ed F.YOLO-MAF: % RE # fE k409 52 2 200 B ARt ol J ok 5 8
A IR T I
1 | ] N CBS 1 C2pPsa |
1 ) ] [ [ |
L__!___; I 1 [ 11 l |
= . H AT ST R
Gosn | o Iy I T |
i S || BN | | — gpsABiok ||
hﬁfﬁi T'Lm?ﬁﬂ ¥ L i Pl |
| Wy i SILU I i !
: ,l:l : ) il : : PSABlock |
[ | Emmmmm e | !
aﬁ?ia ok | | :
| N | |
| i1 C3k2 MSEE | 1
mm 1 [ Conv |
| N l ] l_ __________ 1
[ I |
[ I Conv | pmmmm 1
e e 1 i e
%: Gk (o OSREED— | L
I I 1 1
I I 11 1
I 11 1
H?ﬂ #H*M “ I !
| I [ |
I ¥ I |
| §\ 1y 11 Conv |
| 1 I 11 |
| 1 1 11 Conv |
I ] 1 11 1
C2PSA ! I 1 1
| 11 1 Conv 11 % |
I ] 1 1 1
Backbone : Neck : : Head :: l : : :
L BRI T L T J L ]
K1 Btk YOLOvIL W4 454
Fig.1 TImproved YOLOvI11 network structure
&1 YOLO-MAF 5% YOLOvIl Bt EE M EHRER S BIFTLE
Table 1 Structural differences and innovations of YOLO-MAF vs representative YOLOv11-based models
LA et B bR J2 Bk N FRAT Al 5 W SR /M BT FEAE
i it B R AW 4L A _ oA N U & 7
S-YOLOvI1l 7 IR = s A 2 T Tl A 5.9
v (SR isall] B I 4 2 % JZ R AR K Rl A i
~ WS WA/ B FRE [
SODYOLO  &htfk Y T B i RO B 6. 8 jf . Rk s
X 43 ¢ fE /4D X N N o
TA-YOLO " ijT Z Y J2 T i SR 5.6 SRR 0L A v
H 5%
YOLO-MAF e MSEE+ SEGE+ MASF  H i W £ R & fl & (Y e FEhgH 5 R &
> STl By JRBE AR+ D ' b 5 SR A O

[ Input HAvgpool e Cony e Ouput

B2 G R A

Fig. 2 Edge enhancer module structure

J1, %3 T SEGE XU R RS iR A B, A B8 & S i
LB {8 B AR (SNT BB 13 5 B 43 21 36 BLUR i (GSConvE
A ARAEAS [ 2 R AR B % 57 5 il AR

1 45 B AT A A B 7 vk 70 b BN H bR RRAE B 2 ) 7 AR
FE AN D 22 AT BT AY . ik — [a) A, SNT AR5 A H &
N R Ak ZR B o SR B 7S T A (AN B L B AR A% 5 10 T 4 3
U (N

Y=a-+f(X)+U—a)g,.) ¢Y)

H, o FERshBAWTHEF, HIF B AKX N
Resoluti
o = B x SOOI g (R Fy) 5

Resolutiony
Hep, p A2 MRS, T(Fy.Fy) B
TEAR ALV R B, 2 W
T(Fy,Fy) = exp(—y X || Fy —Interpolate(Fy) || ©)
(6)
Forbr, v EERIRE 22 RBURIE NI S8, Fo E,
I3 R 1R 2 R 2 R AT BT RRAE R0
XA ER A TR 43 BE AL B8 A8 BT 4 b R 35 TR 46 R AE 1Y
SR, o BT IE A FRAEAH I R W (F L Fy) Rl A %S [H]
FAOCPESS B BAR S 3 5 R AR AE F o 546 #5182
FRAERY L2 FE 8, 30 5 8 400 ek Bt A7 3 e 1 W Sit L £ 45 ¢

« 129 -



949 B 2 F o

=

#OAR

2

(AdaptiveAvgpool ) (AdaptiveAvgpool ) CAdaptiveAvgpool ) (AdaptiveAvgpool )

g D ( D (

Conv Conv

Conv

D ( )

Conv

A

C D ( D (

Conv Conv

Conv

D ) (e

Conv

! ! !
( UpSample )C UpSample )C UpSample

l
) e )

}

|

( EdgeEnhancer ) ( EdgeEnhancer ) ( EdgeEnhancer ) ( EdgeEnhancer )

| | |

|

Concat

Conv

& 3

MSEE #2544

Fig. 3 MSEE module structure

ik 22 S5 R A DX IR AR AT /0N ) il 5 ASUEE o DT R 55 SR T A
ik 1Ry 25 [] — Ep L A Ak /I A Rl PSRN DX s 3R B
BERH.

GSConvE 4114 32 240 & LRk Bl & i 18 % 3% 45 i 5
HERAE LR P WOE 4 DO AL BEFR T, RVERLS IR 2
FRUBE A 3L R A7 300 3 20 ) DR 45 A X o e 3 9 AL

(e e )

S JRUEHERAE(shuffle) f
G GELUBiEm¥

AE RS 4T 1 J5 G 1 38 3 A KR ] o AR A () 57 AR 4 22 8] 1 45 8
. WG RAFAE R IR 2. TEARL M BUE B b, R
FH iR 22 28 4 %A 0 (Gaussian error linear unit, GELU)
TN PRI HCOF 3 AR P O 48 A R R 4% £ AL T AR e B
EAERE RS G A TR ER M%K%, GSConvE
HAR a5 e 4 fros .

C— S —»

G_)

Kl 4 GSConvE fHHt 45
Fig.4 GSConvE module structure

S R AL . SEGE BB 78 ff 157 4 ik Ak 19 [ 1) 108 3%
& TF 2 RERHE 89 2 BAE 5 RIBRE T IR A i3I0 A&
WA T ST A/ BARK AT 55

ENIEI

+ 130 -

1.3 MASF # il L i Hh
EHRINT — 2/ BRI R . A3k 2 RO SRE Y
Fa st 5 e B, 72 YOLOv11 Sk JE Rl F 42



AHRE F.YOLO-MAF: % R B H/Emk A 9280 B &0 £k 558

MASF-Head, HARMZEFIME 5 FiR.

TR SR T A& N2 ARAE AL A (adaptively spatial

1x1Conv

[1><1C0nV] [IXICOIIV] [1><1C0]1VJ—1 \
A

3

80x80

Cx1x1

40x40 20420 v
(c w

5 MASF g5
Fig.5 MASF module structure

feature fusion, ASFF) i) AR, GBS a8 % 21 ok AR Rl R E
FRIEZ 1 5 AT & RUBE 19 R AE #1755 5 4
THENES, SERTEAR R 4 A REH A, IF
FIA A ARESE ol Ly ST o3 B T4 1 2% KU
FRIELE H AR 29 iy at & Le

B SORART R IR & L 0 53 5 3RO TR )ZE R
HARE MRSl &R s B AT RN 5, e R 4R
FRAE AE Rl 5 R b o U B R A, i softmax BR 4K
(softmax) X 4 MEHRI B EL ol L7000 BEATIH— L AL B,
TS B A B A AL E . 5 RERIESE GRS — R
J5 BEAT A G, S22 RUBE £ 5 B A RORE 5 O 2 A6 T
%E:

B = . - (®

0= 5 v (10)
et e e

B AR 2 451

al B +ri4oli=1 an

R T VR A T R A T A5 B, AR A
HERARATT — A ES B NS BB v fe . Bk
BAED

s(1) = DW_Conv(MaxPool( f (i)) + AvgPool(f(:)))

(12)

SRIG S FRAE LI 1 AL 5 5 1% A 2 )2 BB (multi-
layer perceptron, MLP), B4 H X AL S 19 45 1iF 3 47 3
— 25 0 Ak HRURTE 22 P SR, DA T 3 3 R AR KGR B8 7 . MILP
HilZ B eEEREO I —SMIE =N IE LR &
2 1 AR A T T B AR IR R R B AR .

c(i) = MLPGG)) (13)

PRl XA REAFAE ¢ (2).c(3) ¢ (4D, ¢ (B JifE
softmax 7B 4, IRIFIMIEALE RE o Bl vl MO, WAN
I SE o' B EAXN .

¢ = wial +w,al (14

Hp, w, flw, BAEIWSE, TRy Mo By
TR IFEIERL, AT IX 22 o) 3 /ALl & 280, 15 38—
ASHTIY 22 ROBE RPAE B S ki y '

yo= ol R T oy T e (15)

XA G 5 B A A BB TR W) R R AE 1
PeFAe, 30 4 5 T R T R BOE B 5 B A RE T, TR T T 4
R IPERE . MASFE BRI S5 H BN TE 5 Bos .

2 KWWIESSH

2.1 ZWHIESE

S8R A VisDrone2019 % dfs 457 1 4iF 8 15 2 ik .
R R KBS AISKYEYE B BA A &, 3% 35
B 14 AT R BR R s 2,

VisDrone2019 £ & 10 & HHr (fT AR E K45,
BiE et 8 599 MR AS B, % 7 R HE R 4 O I 2R 4R
6 471 7k (BGIE4E 548 FRANMIKLE 1 580 5K,
2.2 XWWHERE

S5 T P A AE DGR L R R SE B R B TR B X
YIS EE B WMFE 2.3 FTR, HoAh 3R nk f i 2 508 15 3%

+ 131 »



949 B 2 F o

HERETY

x2 XRNEEE

Table 2 Experimental environment configuration

e ' 5 HEAE R
BAER S Windows 11
CPU Intel ® Core™ 9-14900 HX
GPU RTX 4060Ti (16 GB)
Python W< 3.10. 14
CUDA 12.1
VR B 2 2] HEZL PyTorch 2.2.2

®3 N&SHRE

Table 3 Training parameter settings

B HikfE R
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IR NN 16
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AN, % H S & (parameters, Param) | i1 8 & 7 &
(giga floating-point operations, GFLOPs) 5l R (frames
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Table 4 Ablation experiment of YOLO-MAF model

TR MSEE SEGE MASF P/% R/% mAP@0.5/% mAP@0.5:0.95/% Param/M GFLOPs/G
YOLOv11s 49.5 37.3 38.3 23.0 9.4 21.7
A N 50.1 39.1 39. 6 23.7 9.2 21.4
B J 50.3  38.6 40.5 24. 4 9.2 18.3
C N 52.5 41.3 42.6 24. 6 5.0 25.0
D J J 52.7  39.9 41.1 25.5 1.9 20. 6
E J J 53.3  41.8 43.8 26. 6 9.0 23.7
F NG J 53.5 42.7 44. 6 27.1 4.8 22. 8
G J NG NG 54.7 43.1 45.6 29.4 4.7 21.9
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RO R i
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SRR RTFE 9.2 M, R W £ RBE 10 2 38 s ML A B 3%
NSRS E

132 »

Hphs| A SEGE B8 (523 B) fff mAP @ 0.5 ik F
50. 3%, B EIRFE 40. 5%, [RS8 518 5 R E S5
MREALE 9.2 M 5 18.3 G, IUET SNI #fifH 5 GSConvE
B TR AE LA T A R 3
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MSEE + SEGE (5 ¥ D) f#f mAP @ 0.5 4& 7} =
11.1% . ZHEMKZE 1.9 M; MSEE+ MASF (5236 E) A% B
35 53.3% ,mAP@0. 5 H 43. 8% ; SEGE+ MASF (524 F)
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1.8 M,

E AR YOLO-MAF £# (528 G) 18 i
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DETR™' DL R 1Y YOLOvI2® 4958, % mAP@
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Table 5 Comparative experiment between YOLO-MAF and mainstream models

figiA P% RY% mAP@0.5/%  mAP@0.5:0.95/%  Param/M  GFLOPs/G FPS

Faster R-CNN 51.8 30. 8 38.3 17.9 136. 90 369.7 —
CenterNet 82.6 32.7 42. 8 25. 4 32. 60 70. 2 40
YOLOv3-tiny 39. 1 24.3 23. 6 13.2 9.50 14.3 17
YOLOv5n 42.3 33.2 32.9 19.1 2. 10 5.8 23
YOLOv5s 51.1 38.1 39.3 23.4 7. 80 18. 8 26
YOLOv5m 47.7 36. 8 39. 4 23.0 20. 90 48.0 14
YOLOvS51 50. 7 38.6 41. 4 24.6 46.10 107. 8 8
YOLOv6s 40.3 30. 5 30. 2 17.7 4. 10 11.5 —
YOLOv7-tiny 47.6 37.3 35.8 18.8 6. 00 13.3 33
YOLOv8n 45.0 33.0 38.1 19.2 2. 68 6.8 26
YOLOv8s 50. 7 37.9 39.1 23.4 9. 80 23. 4 19
YOLOv8m 53.3 41.1 42.5 26.0 23. 20 67.5 8
YOLOv9n 47.3 34.5 40. 4 20. 1 4.20 18.2 37
YOLOv10n 45.0 34.5 34.5 19.9 2. 20 6.5 36
YOLOv10s 49.9 38.7 39. 4 23.6 21. 30 9.4 32
RT-DETR 57.2 40.0 41. 4 25.1 57. 00 20.0 60
YOLOv12s 47.6 36. 8 37.3 22.1 9. 20 21.7 32
YOLOvl1s 49.5 37.3 38.3 23.0 9. 40 21.7 34
Ours 54.7 43.1 45.6 29.4 4.70 21.9 45
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(YOLOV8n A 26) , Uk B 78 SEHH 5 T [FAE 5 48 s 5 S5 4
BB E YOLOv8m # I, YOLO-MAF [ mAP@0. 5:0. 95
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Fig. 6 Comparison of heatmaps between YOLOvlls and YOLO-MAF algorithms
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